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2017 ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS BEGIN
AT KOLLAM PORT, KERALA, INDIA

The Palace Museum and Kerala Council for Historical Research (KCHR) recently received official
approval from the Archaeological Survey of India (Government of India) to undertake further
archaeological excavations at the Kollam Port site in Kerala, India. Accordingly, the collaborative
project between Chinese and Indian archaeologists at Kollam is now officially launched.
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10"-14™ centuries in Zhejiang, Jiangxi, Guangdong, and Fujian. Additionally, researchers also
uncovered approximately 1,300 coins dated to the 8"-13" centuries.
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Fig.2 Map of Kollam in Kerala Fig.3 View of the whole Kollam Port
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Fig.4 Construction Site inside the Kollam Port

Fig.5 Chinese ceramics found from Kollam Port site Fig.6 Chinese ceramics found from Kollam Port site
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Fig.7 Coins of Tang Dynasty (8th century) from Kollam Port  Fig.8 Coins of Song Dynasty (11t century) from Kollam Port

Indian historians believe the Kollam Port was originally constructed during the middle of the 9™
century. Several coins found at the site have proven that the port and its surrounding shores belonged
to the territory of the Chola dynasty. The History of the Song (Song shi) records the existence of a
settlement called Guli belonging to the Chola dynasty in the southwest part of India. Scholars believe
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the name and location of the settlement
correspond to the place currently known as
Kollam or Quilon. Chinese ceramics and
coins have provided important evidence for
dating and understanding the historical
exchange between India and China.

Additionally, researchers have found
fragments of teal-glazed ceramics, which
are identical to artifacts dated to the middle
of the 10" century that were excavated from (0

the tomb of Liu Hua in Fujian Province. Fig.9 TGP found from Kollam Port site

These findings could be evidence that

Kollam was not merely a destination for merchants but also a transportation hub on the maritime
trade route between Asia and Europe during the 10" century.
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China as a National Cultural Cooperation Program for 2014-2015. In order to formalize the

agreement and details of the research programs, Mr. Feng Nai'en, a deputy-director of the
Palace Museum; Mr. Li Ji, the director of the Palace Museum's Institute of Archaeology; and Mr.
Ronnie Chan, chairman of the China Heritage Fund have conducted several meetings at Kerala. This
cooperative effort is the culmination of efforts for promoting mutual interests in archaeological and
cultural exchange.

The cooperation between the Palace Museum and KCHR began in 2013 and was listed in
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Fig.10 Mr. Feng Nai’en (3nd Left) visiting KCHR (2013)

The year 2016 marked three years of collaborative efforts. From 2014-2015, the Palace Museum's
Institute of Archaeology sent three teams to India to participate in the archaeological excavations
along the west coast of Kerala and conduct several research projects related to the Chinese artifacts
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discovered at various sites in Indian. In October 2016, the Palace Museum welcomed a team of six
representatives from KCHR to participate in training at the Musuem's ceramics laboratory, conduct
archaeological excavation inside the Forbidden City, and visit archaeological sites and museums in
Jingdezhen. These mutually beneficial programs have served to develop trust and a strong
relationship between the Museum and KCHR.
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Fig.12 KCHR team visiting Luomagiao Site at Jingdezhen,
Right) welcomed KCHR visiting The Palace Museum (2016) Jiangxi Province (2016)

The Kollam Port site was discovered one month before the first planned trip to Kerala by a team
from the Palace Museum. The subsequent excavations of the newly discovered site corresponded
with the visit by the Museum's team. After gaining an understanding of the site and the excavated
artifacts, researches here in Beijing realized the importance of these findings. Consequently, the
Museum's Institute of Archaeology sent several groups of specialists to Kollam, including the
Institute’s director and archaeologist Mr. Li Ji. After discussions with KCHR, a cooperative
agreement was reached and joint archaeological exploration and excavations began at the site.
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Fig.13 Archaeology team from The Palace Museum doing Fig.14 Archaeology team from The Palace Museum visiting
research on the example found from Kollam Port site (2014) Kollam Port for the first time in 2014

On this collaborative foundation, the 2017 excavations will be conducted by a joint team of
researchers and staff from the Kerala Council for Historical Research, University of Kerala, and the
Palace Museum. The project involves archaeological surveys, test pitting, and excavation at the port
site and will seek to archive primary archaeological finds. The cooperative effort also shows the
recognition of the Museum's Institute of Archaeology by the Archaeological Survey of India.
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Expanding archaeological research at the Palace Museum, this work also serves to promote the Belt
and Road Initiative of China's State Council. As more artifacts are recovered, the Museum will seek
to provide further reports on the project and deepen understandings of how the Kollam Port site fits
into the overall historical context and archaeological enterprise.

Fig.15 Mr. Li Ji and Archaeology team from The Palace Museum visiting Kollam Port with KCHR (2015)

(Author: Ji Luoyuan, Wang Guangyao)
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L NagamAiya, Travancore State Manual, 1906 CE. Revised by T. K. Velupillai in 1940.

POCRE) BIUEH NI, “EREAER AR, HERETHAE, ﬁi%‘i~$£?§§'ﬂ_ EEEH=T8, g4 aEdHE,
KATESTINAI 0 — T U H B g =+ — 8%, HPu+ =, Heeee g B

POEARYE. MRS (B ), GREETE) 1983 4F 10 H.

6/7



INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY
THE PALACE MUSEUM Jan. 2017

e HI Ny (e A RIEAIE 5 EIEE B 2014-2015 4F BSOS VEE ) o AAERGZ I E HIEE T
5 AR TAER RIT, 3Bt 5 B EIBE K | % 1 B 2R K 5 5 2 UGER B RS BEAT S R B 5 B0
R BT IE B 12 3

124, W7 CHHT T A= 0 iR A A 1E . FR, FRBe 5 A AT N SR R AR
T 2014-2015 E[A) = BEELED, 5 KCHR &1 I FE NS i & 5 & . W B AR
R 78 S5 7 T T8 T 2 AR S 1E. 2016 4F 10 A, FkBii#is KCHR T/E4Lyite, #Eis ik
157 AN 00 T o e S B A DA, IR S AR A A I B AT T A A
VER SR T @ R TR, RUTESL T RIFMEE S ER R

Ze B HE LB HEI R I SHI0 A, TE R LR W T 5 2% 7 A 2H 58— VRGER B AR S i) k4T
(Ko ARHEX H LB DR, G ARSI, TAR IR TSk EEANME, BT
ORI S AT A S 2 YO A B s Bt 55, 45 KCHR Wi, WIHA 1 AE Uk AT IE
ol KA TAE TR

FEMCEEA |, 2017 AR FEZERE RS Bk =5 o AR, H e b b D et 728 i1 2 (KCHRD.
W hr RS (University of Kerela) . U5 4Bt =77 k& % 5 BA,  BEAT ELFE25 15 1 2
R A E 2R IRAE A AT LA o XA B R 2% oy S 9 e 49 21 B RS [ 5K 3% SR A
A, RGP B R, SRR B S E AR RS T — BRI B AR R I
FAE BE & T LA 10350 e T, B8 22 a8t bk A GBI R 5 AT 10t 2 B s stk (g DA VR S n 4 T
RN o FATTHRE 8 JJ4E T T R 48 S5 RSO, 58— (B TG, DL A A 2B

e x &€

INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY
THE PALACE MUSEUM

7/7



